
 
PRESS RELEASE  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Activists from 13 Countries Launch Global Solidarity Hunger 
Strike Demanding the Immediate Release of 11 Humanitarian 
Volunteers Detained in Libya 
Held in absolute isolation, the kidnapped volunteers are now entering Day 7 of a 
life-threatening dry strike as international pressure explodes. 

June 7, 2026 BENGHAZI, LIBYA – An international crisis is rapidly escalating as 11 humanitarian 
volunteers enter their third week of unlawful captivity in Libya. In a desperate bid 
for freedom, 10 of the kidnapped convoy volunteers detained in Benghazi have 
been on a strict dry hunger strike since June 1, putting them at imminent risk of 
organ failure and death.  

In an act of solidarity and to bring attention to their urgent situation, a Global 
Solidarity Hunger Strike has quickly been organized across five continents. Dozens 
of activists from 13 countries, including: Canada, Spain, Italy, the United States, and 
South Africa—are now on hunger strike to demand that governments step in and 
secure the immediate release of these human rights defenders.  

In addition to the solitary hunger strikes, around the world, global protests are 
taking place at Libyan embassies and at ministries of foreign affairs demanding 
urgent government action and intervention to pressure the Libyan authorities to 
immediately release the 11 kidnapped international volunteers. 

The crisis spans over three weeks with all 11 volunteers currently being held in 
Libyan black sites, clandestine, extralegal prisons and secret detention networks 
with little to no access to legal, diplomatic or family support. 

A Timeline of the Crisis 

●​ May 19: Humanitarian volunteer Mehdi Bouzguenda is kidnapped while 
traveling back to Tunisia following convoy activities. 



●​ May 24: Ten additional volunteers (the "Sirte 10"), acting as official 
negotiators for the Global Sumud Land Convoy, are kidnapped near Sirte 
and forcibly transferred to a detention facility in Benghazi. 

●​ June 1: The Sirte 10 commence a dry hunger strike to protest their 
kidnapping, mistreatment, and the complete denial of legal counsel. 

●​ Today (June 7): The dry hunger strike of 10 kidnapped volunteers enters its 
seventh day, leaving a critical, narrowing window for diplomatic 
intervention. 

The 11 kidnapped individuals: Achraf Khoja, Lucas Ezequiel Aguilera, Maria Paula 
Giménez, Ana Margarida França Santana Baptista, Domenico Centrone, Leonarda 
"Dina" Alberizia, Jenelle Jones, Matías Álvarez, Laura Kwoczała-Alsubaih, Alicia 
Armesto, and Mehdi Bouzguenda—are doctors, educators, journalists, and human 
rights defenders. They are parents, sons, daughters, brothers, sisters, partners, 
friends and valued members of their communities who traveled to North Africa to 
deliver peaceful aid and solidarity to the besieged people of Gaza. 

International Demands & Government Inaction 

The Global Sumud Coalition and the families of the kidnapped victims are urging 
the home governments involved, including: Tunisia, Argentina, Portugal, Italy, the 
United States, Uruguay, Poland, Spain, and Canada—to immediately intensify 
diplomatic efforts to secure their unconditional release without further delay.  

The campaign demands: 

1.​ The immediate and unconditional release of all 11 humanitarian volunteers. 
2.​ Immediate, unrestricted consular access and independent medical 

evaluations. 
3.​ Open lines of communication between the detainees, their families, and 

legal counsel. 

This lawless kidnapping unfortunately is part of a broader pattern of criminalization 
of Palestinian solidarity efforts globally in an attempt to silence activism and 
demands for Palestinian liberation and freedom.   

MEDIA ACCREDITATION & CONTACT 

Email: media@globalsumudflotilla.org ​
Signal / WhatsApp: +44 1414 620 950​
Website: globalsumudflotilla.org 
​
Submit press inquiries here.  
Follow our announcements on telegram.  ​
Social: @maghreb_sumud_organisation @globalsumudflotilla  

mailto:media@globalsumudflotilla.org
http://globalsumudflotilla.org
https://neighborly-glider-32f.notion.site/322eeca1338f80d0b95cc0a55b11057f
https://t.me/globalsumudflotilla
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